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The founders of Dune Acres were a group of young business and professional
men who had prospered in the new city of Gary, established by the United States
Steel Corporation in 1906. Chief among them was William A. Wirt, Superintendent
of the Gary Public School System. He had shown unusual enterprise and creativity
in organizing that system, introducing, for example, innovations in curriculum
and in scheduling the school day. The Gary system was famous throughout the
country for its experimental patterms.

Wirt's enterprise and creativity did not stop with his work for the Gary
School System, however. On December 9, 1922, a news story appeared in the Gary
Post which reported that "William A. Wirt, superintendent of schools, has secured
a 99 year lease, with the privilege of purchasing at any time at $600 an acre,
two and one-half miles of Lake Michigan beach, about 12 miles east of Broadway,
on the Dunes Highway." The article went on to describe plans for the develop-
ment of the land which "Eventually...will be incorporated as a village ... [whichl]
will be known as Dune Acres."

Associated with Wirt, both in Gary and in Dune Acres, was Colonel A. P.
Melton, a city plammer who had been brought to Gary by U. S. Steel to lay out
the new city. He now turned his talents to laying out the town of Dune Acres.
We have him to thank for the winding roads and the preservation of open spaces.
Wirt and Melton organized Dune Acres, Incorporated, with three Gary business
men as additional officers and directors. One of the three was the realtor
Harry Hall, grandfather of Richard Rearick, and great grandfather of David and
Tim Rearick, present residents of Dune Acres. A leading role was also played
in the earliest years by H. B. Snyder, Sr., founding owner and publisher of
the Gary Post(later the Gary Post-Tribune). Snyder was the father of present
resident, Beegee Snyder. Each of these men resided in Dune Acres in the
early days: William Wirt at 77 East Road (presently Straus), Colonel Melton
at 4 Shore Drive (Niksch), Harry Hall, next door at 6 Shore Drive (Swygert),
and Snyder at 22 Oak Drive (Martino).

One senses an unusual combination of enterprise and vision in these men
who established Dune Acres. The most active role was played by William Wirt,
and he found a talented right-hand man in his wife's nephew, Alden Studebaker.
Wirt needed someone to supervise construction of the roads, utilities, and
water lines and also to build the houses -- the first houses in the town were
all built by the Corporation.

Alden Studebaker arrived in Dune Acres by motorcycle on Armistice Day,
1924, to take over the "honcho' role. He built a house for himself, (at 32
Crest Drive) in 1925, and married Naomi Chellberg (of the Chellberg farm family)
in 1926. They had two sons, Henry and Arthur, who were born and raised in
Dune Acres. Studebaker worked for the Dune Acres Corporation until the Depres-
sion set in in the early '30's. The Corporation then sold their construction
material and equipment to him, and he worked as a general contractor until the
beginning of World War II. Almost all of the houses constructed in Dune Acres
through 1941 were built by Alden Studebaker, and he was also the designer of
many of them.




blocks. These early blocks were hand tamped by Old Gus and the other workers,
who were all from the local area -- mostly farmers.

In 1937 Studebaker moved the cement block operation to a mini-industrial
area located just outside Dune Acres, but adjoining the rear of Lots 68, 69 and
70 on East Road. This land was leased from a Mr. Tackett (who built the house
where the Wheelers now live). A new plant was built on this site, and a machine
with a motor driven power tamper and belt feeder was installed. Henry and
Arthur Studebaker have described the operation of the plant, which "could be
operated with as many as two people up to five -- depending on how fast you
wanted to make the blocks. The top production rate was two per minute, or 120
per hour. One thousand per day was the record."

* This was a particularly difficult problem during the early '60's, when the
Bethlehem Steel plant was under construction. Apparently a number of beavers,
forced out of their regular habitat, took up residence in the swamp near the
Mineral Springs Road, and their dam-building activity caused frequent flooding
problems. Residents were divided into pro-beaver and anti-beaver factions. The
anti-beavers won, and the dams were destroyed -- one did, after all, need to
get in and out of town. The victory was not without a struggle, however --

it was even rumored that some of the pro-beaverites had helped the beavers build
their dams back at night!













